
  

 

 
 

Thursday 5th September 
Dear Parents and Carers,   
 
Wow! What a start to our new year we have had and what more can I ask than 
children arriving back to school with a big smile on their face, happy and looking so 
smart too – perfect! One child told me this morning that they had been counting the 
days until she returned, that was so lovely to hear. A very warm welcome back to our 
existing parents and to our new families too, there’s an exciting year of adventure 
learning ahead of us and I genuinely do want you all to be involved with your child’s 
education as much as you are able. Watch this space for those opportunities… I hope 
you have all had an enjoyable summer, the Baker family certainly made the most of 
the sunshine, 5 weeks in a caravan is sooo relaxing! I have spoken to lots of children 
already and it does sound like there have been all sorts of adventures – I can’t wait 
to hear more about them all. 
 
There has been a great deal of work going on over the summer to improve our school 
and staff have all worked hard to get the school ready for learning. We had so much 
fun yesterday (honest!) organising, cleaning, clearing and skip filling; cheapest team 
building ever! If you’ve not met our new Pygmy goats yet then you must make time 
soon, Dobby and Hedwig are ‘off the scale’ cute! There’s a serious side to their 
involvement in school though, the positive impact they have on our children’s health 
and well-being is immeasurable. 
 
I am genuinely delighted to be able to welcome Mrs Elliott my Assistant Headteacher, 
Mrs Hughes and Miss Warren who have joined our ‘Team Gulval’ and Blue Class. Mr 
Savage summed it up perfectly for me this morning when he commented so 
passionately on the warm and welcoming smile he had received from Mrs Elliott. 
Thank you, Mr Savage. 
 
As I write I have literally just taken receipt of our school mini bus. Those that know 
me well are aware that I have tried so hard since I arrived in 2014 to secure us this 
freedom. There is a whole world out there with so many opportunities for us to 
explore. I’m not thinking quite that far afield yet, but I am very keen to cross the 
Tamar! 
 



  

 

Please do watch our school Facebook Page closely as this is our school news letter. It 
is accurate, updated consistently and allows you to positively interact with your 
child’s learning. We love to read your comments and it strengthens our relationship 
with our whole community. 
 
Meet the Teacher (Years 1 to 6 only) 
Next week, Thursday 12th September at 3:15pm in your child’s classroom, we are 
holding a meet the teacher session for parents. Your child’s class teacher will discuss 
homework, attendance, school and class routines together with some of the 
curriculum ‘Imaginative Learning Projects’ we will be completing this year. Please 
come and join us. Attached with this letter are lots more dates and events for your 
diary too. 
 
It remains a privilege to be your Headteacher and I am looking forward to working 
with you all to build on our initiatives and successes and to create new adventures 
too. I love leading Gulval School, I have a very dedicated, experienced and 
professional staff team and some of the most incredible children who are full of fun 
with a desire to learn. I believe passionately that Gulval School is a special place to 
learn, we are proud of our achievements realised through our innovative approaches 
to learning. We continue to be recognised locally and nationally for our good 
practice. 
 
Please don’t forget that our doors open for children at 8:45 each morning, this is for 
you to catch up with the class teacher if necessary and to quickly drop your child into 
school. Can I remind you that all pupils should enter school via their external 
classroom door and not through the main front entrance. We are trying to support 
all our children to become increasingly independent too so please don’t feel you have 
to come into the classroom or stay until the register starts, a ‘quick drop’ is always 
better for the children and allows them the chance to interact socially with their 
peers at the start of the day, this is so important. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support, I look forward to seeing many of you over 
the coming weeks. 
 
 
Mr Paul Baker 
Headteacher 


