
  

 

Dear Parents,  

 

I write to you having just enjoyed fireworks in the garden 

with my own children, such a great experience that could 

only have been better if we’d thought ahead and cooked 

some hot dogs… Next year maybe 😊 

 

A very warm welcome back to you all after the half term break! When I think about those learning 

experiences we have managed to cram into one half term I can’t help but feel proud of our school. 

Expedition Week 2019 was incredible with so many memories for us all… St Michael’s Mount with our 

youngest children and our coast to coast walk with nearly 90 children all completing 10 miles were both 

unforgettable. The Year 6 night walk lived up to everyone’s expectations and I was so proud to lead our 

first trip to the summit of Snowdon, high risk but such high reward too. We even managed a conversation 

with DJ Sara Cox on the way to Wales! Thank you all so much for supporting us with sponsorship. My staff 

team and I continue to have high expectations for your children, we take pride in planning such creative 

and memorable learning experiences and always, without exception, strive for the very best. We will 

continue to work hard for your children and the community we serve, always with a positive outlook and 

a warm and welcoming smile.  

 

Staffing Update 

Following a period of absence from school Mr Hingston has resigned his position as Class Teacher and will 

be moving on from Gulval at the end of this term. We have all enjoyed working with Mr Hingston who has 

loved being a part of our team. We sincerely wish him the very best for the future. 

Following a rigorous recruitment and interview process this week I am delighted to be able to inform you 

that Mr Hill was successful and has been appointed to the staff team. Mr Hill will continue to work in 

Purple Class until the end of this academic year and will lead our Science curriculum… watch this space! I 

am sure you will all join me in congratulating Mr Hill. I am delighted for our children, having known and 

worked with Mr Hill now for several years, his experience, skill, dedication and good humour is already 

adding value to our school. 

Miss Grochala will also be moving on to pastures new at the end of this term having worked in our school 

since 2016. Miss Grochala has really enjoyed her time in school, she has such a fun-loving nature (we’ll 

miss this!) but she feels now is the right time to explore other opportunities. We all wish her well for the 

future. 

After years of unpaid dedication to our community (including attending every Big Dig event going!) I am 

absolutely delighted that Kat Tanner was successful in her interview and has agreed to join our site team. 

We appreciate grafters here at Gulval School and Kat has that attribute in spades. I am sure you will all 

join me in congratulating Kat! 

 



  

 

Governor Recruitment  

Do you know a member of our community with the necessary skills and the expertise who would like to 

support our school?  We still have a vacancy on our Local Governing body for a Parent Governor and a 

Community Governor and we are actively recruiting! 

 

The vacancies are open to those with the specific skills identified through our recent skills audit, and for 

a potential Parent Governor, someone with a child in school at the current time. We are looking for 

prospective candidates who would be committed to knowing our school including the data, the staff, the 

parents, the children and of course our wider community where we sit at the very heart. At the present 

time the board would especially welcome new members with skills in the following areas; 

o Health and safety 

o Financial management 

o Human resources 

If you are reading this, are even remotely interested in governance and feel that 

you have the right skill set but lots of questions, then fear not! Governors and I will be holding an 

information session (with coffee and cake!) at Gulval School on Thursday 21st November at 09:10am. The 

session is specifically for anyone interested in becoming a school governor. Please RSVP to Penny at 

secretary@gulvalschool.org.uk. 

 

Some other bits… 

We have been working hard to reinstate our text messaging system. You’d think this would be easy 

wouldn’t you but believe me it’s not! Bear with us a little longer and we’ll have this back up and running 

for you as soon as possible. Similarly, our new school website is being built from scratch and is nearly 

ready to launch. Huge thanks to Mr and Mrs Furse for giving us so much of their time to support with 

photographs, we are grateful to you. The reinstating of our text messaging system and the launch of our 

new website will further support and improve communication between us. In the meantime, please do 

keep checking in with our live school newsletter available for you all every day on our Facebook page 

‘Gulval School’. If you haven’t already then like and follow us. We do love positive interaction on this page 

too so feel free to leave the odd comment. Don’t forget that we have a Twitter page and I’m always 

looking for more followers! 

 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Mr P Baker 

Headteacher 


